
independent schools and 
preschools; address the needs of 
our aging facilities through 
strategic repairs; increase our 
social media presence as a means 
of advertising; identify/train/
mentor new teachers; and 
increase our fundraising revenue 
to be able meet all of the goals. 
Toward that end, we need you 
to show up for us one more 
time! In order to preserve our 
limited resources, we have 
decided to forego the annual 
auction this year in favor of a 
VIRTUAL ST. PAT’S BASH. 
From the comfort of your living 
room, you can ponder the value 
add of this community and all it 
offers your family, put a price on 
it, DOUBLE IT, and then send us 
a donation! We are most 
appreciative of any amount you 
choose to give. Tuition only 
covers 80% of our expenses, so 
fundraising is necessary in order 
for us to be able to afford 
specials, repairs, staff training 
and benefits. We rely on gifts 
each year to make ends meet, and 
we hope that you will consider us 
a viable recipient of your hard 
earned funds. Donor cards will 
be snail mailed over the spring 
break but you can also use the 
card on the back page to make 
your gift to the school! We thank 
you in advance for your help! We 
so appreciate your generosity and 
continued support! ~Ms. Trish 
 
“If your plan is for one year 
plant rice. If your plan is for 
ten years plant trees. If your 
plan is for one hundred years 
educate children.” ~Confucius  

As we head into the home 
stretch over these next ten 
weeks, it’s important to take a 
breath, reflect on our journey 
along the Silk Road, and 
recalibrate where need be to 
ensure we are covering all 
content and hitting our main 
academic, organizational and 
financial goals as the school 
year comes to a rapid close.  
This year we are most proud 
of the progress our students 
have made in essential skills 
and overall learning through 
our rich, integrated curriculum 
as evidenced by work samples, 
collaborative projects, teacher 
observations, individual 
accomplishments, parent and 
student feedback, and testing.  
I am most proud of our 
incredibly talented and loving 
staff who teach with fidelity, 
humor and kindness each and 
every day. They are all 
brilliant change agents who 
are transforming lives and we 
are so fortunate to be able to 
learn from them as we 
navigate the complex years of 
early childhood together.  
We are also quite proud of our 
monthly community events 
which bring us all together in 
purposeful and meaningful 
ways, to build, grow, learn, 
celebrate, socialize, and 
contribute to something 
greater than ourselves. Our 
gatherings allow us to forge 
relationships with like minded 
people during these critical 
early years of personal growth. 
It’s a time of life when we all 
need compassion and support 
from each other. We need to 
surround ourselves with 
people of all ages and walks of 

life who understand this 
challenging time in our lives.  
It has been easy for me to see 
where your priorities lie as 
you came together as 
strangers and then quickly 
became friends. It was 
heartening to see you join 
forces to support your child, 
the school and one another 
this year. Together, you have 
worked to elevate not only 
our school, but the early 
childhood industry as a 
whole, and elementary 
education in New Mexico. 
You put your time, talent and 
treasure to work on behalf of 
your own and other people’s 
children! In spite of how busy 
you are, you still chose to 
make time to support the 
school incrementally through 
your skills, your professions, 
your access, your finances, 
and your interests. You 
showed up for us, and one 
another, by driving on field 
trips, cooking in the 
classrooms, leading 
Discovery Hour Clubs, 
hosting an afterschool class, 
shelving books in the library, 
gardening, watching the 
playgrounds, teaching 
parenting classes, hosting 
carnivals and parties,  
manning the event booths, 
and attending school events. 
We are so lucky to have you 
all as partners in this work! It 
is my hope that you will look 
back on these years with joy, 
fondness and satisfaction. I 
know I will!  
Our organizational goals this 
year have been to advocate 
for legislation that supports 
not only Montessori 
education, but also 
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COTTON TALES 
"Life is made of moments, small pieces of glittering mica in a long stretch of 

gray cement. It would be wonderful if they came to us unsummoned, but 
particularly in lives as busy as the ones most of us lead now, that won't 
happen. We have to teach ourselves how to live, really live...to love the 

journey, not the destination.". ~Anna Quindlan 

The  
Cottonwood  
Advantage! 
 
Our school has… 
  
*a 7 hour school day 

*two teachers per class 

*a 7 acre campus 

*an apple orchard  

*CHICKENS! 

*access to the river 

*a working greenhouse 

*weekly enrichment 

classes  

*visual & performing arts  

*community service  
 
*student accolades from 

all the middle schools 

 
OUR SCHOOL IS 

ONE OF A KIND! 



It has been an exciting winter! 
We are happy to have two 
new families who have joined 
our toddler program. I would 
like to welcome Finn 
Nickerson and Anna Che. It 
will be an exciting time with 
our new friends. As we help 
get our new kiddos situated 
we will continue to work in 
the classroom learning 
independence, how to work 
with others, grace and 
courtesy and so much more. 
My toddler friends are 
growing fast and soaking in 
everything around them. Our 
classroom offers them a lot of 

opportunity to explore and 
build their language with 
songs, stories, circle time and 
specials. Speaking of 
specials, the children are 
enjoying their time in the 
music room with Ms. 
Christine on Wednesday 
mornings and again in drama 
with Ms. Lisa on Friday 
mornings. There is so much 
space for them to jump, 
wiggle, dance and stretch in 
that wonderful space. On 
Thursday’s the toddlers visit 
the garden and are busy 
filling the bird feeders and 
exploring the campus to 

observe nature. Spring is just 
around the corner and I look 
forward to all the blooming that 
will be taking place outside as 
well as inside our classroom 
with our sprouting friends. 
Until next month, stay cozy and 
safe.  

 

Ms. Pam’s Toddler Class 

The Early Childhood Classes 

and focus. Socialization 
becomes a natural by-
product of the classroom. 
You will see children 
observing each others’ 
work, chatting 
comfortably across a table 
as each engages in their 
own lessons or in choosing 
a friend or two to engage 
in a more elaborate 
material. You will also see 
the children sharing a 
snack together, or serving 
each other from individual 
fruits or vegetables that 
they have prepared. You 
will also see children 
absorbed in their own 
activities blissfully 
unaware of the busy-ness 
around them. 
 
Children in this first plane 
of development have both 
the need to interact with 
others and a need for 
support when they want to 
be alone. Our classrooms 
then encourage children to 
observe each other at 
work, but preserve a limit 
that protects children from 

being interrupted while 
they are working. By 
giving children the 
opportunity to interact or 
not, we help them to 
develop the ability to 
regulate these social spaces 
independently, 
simultaneously respecting 
that, just like adults, 
children need different 
levels of social 
engagement and 
meaningful opportunities 
for those engagements to 
be valuable and fulfilling. 
   
 
 

Winter was the season of 
love and friendship. In the 
classroom the colors were 
vibrant and filled with 
blues, then red, pink and 
purples to encourage 
renewed interest in the 
Practical Life and Daily 
living areas. The children 
have grown a great deal in 
their bodies and their 
minds since school started 
in August. We observe 
new abilities in 
negotiating the important 
skills of socializing and 
developing healthy 
emotional habits that will 
last a lifetime.  
 
In the Montessori Early 
Childhood classroom the 
children enjoy common 
activities, working 
together or in small 
groups or sharing circle 
time to exchange news 
and information about 
their lives. The children 
are also working 
independently, guiding 
their own interests and 
developing concentration 
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The early winter months seem to 
lead naturally to themes of love, 
kindness, and friendship so we 
explored what it means to be a 
friend and we started our "100 
Acts of Kindness" jar in honor of 
the 100th day of school. We 
made cards for our family and 
friends and created flower 
arrangements to beautify our 
classroom. We also began 
learning about the continent of 
Asia and our class mascot, the 
endangered Red Panda.   
Spring is on its way and the 
children in the Ponderosa room 
are as busy as little bees. In the 
Practical Life area, the children 
are taking more and more 
responsibility in caring for our 

classroom, such as dusting the 
shelves, washing tables, and 
caring for our plants. We are 
learning new yoga poses daily 
and the children love choosing to 
practice yoga during work 
time. In the Language area, 
children will be working on 
sorting objects by beginning 
sounds and developing 
storytelling skills by working 
with sequencing pictures and felt 
board activities. Many children 
have been interested in working 
with our Handwriting Without 
Tears prewriting materials so we 
will work on building letters 
with wooden shapes, making 
letters with playdough, and 
tracing letters in the sand tray. In 

Math, the children have been 
working with a variety of materials 
that promote one-to-one 
correspondence, understanding of 
quantity, and recognition of 
numerals; we have also been 
reinforcing these concepts through 
counting games and finger plays in 
circle. In Science, our sink and float 
experiment is a popular new work 
and a color mixing activity has been 
introduced. We will also begin 
looking for signs of spring after the 
break, during our nature walks and 
visits to the garden. 
 

Ms. Amy’s Transition Class (2.5-3.5 years) 

The Senior Elementary Class 
conversation, to event and 
project management. We use the 
Tea Project to allow our fifth 
graders to use the many skills 
they have developed over the 
past four years to meet a 
common end goal. They also 
gain new skills along the way. 
The project includes long term 
project management, goal setting 
around a mission, working 
within a fixed budget, presenting 
ideas through persuasive 
arguments, working toward 
consensus in a group setting, 
collaborating with adults and 
peers toward a common goal, 
using and following an agenda 
to meet objectives, accepting, 
tracking and completing action 
items, accountability to the 
group for staying on task and 
meeting deadlines, research on 
tea history, event topics, 
recipes, purchases, etiquette 
and social protocols around 
dining and hospitality, using 
spreadsheets to track progress 
and balance budgets, 
shepherding a project of their 
own design from its 
conception to its completion, 
food safety and cooking 
lessons, how to write, send and 
track an invitation, how to 
write and send a thank you 
note, how to debrief, feedback, 
survey, improve and close out an 
event. The project begins with a 
visit to the St. James Tearoom, 
to allow the students to see what 

a traditional tea looks like. It is 
always a joy to see our students 
dressed up and eager to show off 
their best manners! Since then, 
the students have met amongst 
themselves and under the 
leadership of Ms. Trish and Ms. 
Kir to iron out the details of their 
event. It was a joy to see all of 
the themed food, décor and 
costumes they created along with 
the manners they displayed and 
courtesies they showed to all of 
their guests. We were even 
treated to a Disney themed trivia 
contest, and fun was definitely 
had by all! 
 

Last month, the fifth grade tea 
project came to a close and the 
fourth graders and staff were 
wowed by all of the work our 
fifth graders did to plan, prep, 
and serve a tea party for us! 
This year, the tea was held in 
the MPR on Valentine’s Day, 
and had an enchanting Disney 
theme! The students were very 
excited and had been planning 
among themselves since the 
first weeks of school! For those 

of you 
unfamiliar 
with the 
project, it is 
an annual 
event that 
begins first 
semester 
and 
concludes 
in the first 
few weeks 
of 
February. 
The Tea 
Project is 
actually a 
curriculum 
strand 
which 
covers 
everything 
from the 
history of 
tea, to 
etiquette, to 
holding a 
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January was an eventful 
month! The students came back 
from the Winter Break excited 
and ready for new lessons! We 
began the month reviewing and 
practicing grace & courtesy and 
our classrooms were filled with 
wonderful examples of these 
essential skills. Our students 
participated in the MAP 
assessment and we saw 
wonderful progress made by 
all. This year’s cultural study of 
the Silk Road moved on from 
Europe and we started our study 
of Asia.  Over the remainder of 
the school year we will be 
focusing on exploring a variety 
of different Asian countries and 
cultures, their landscapes, 

landforms & traditions. The 
students also worked hard at 
creating their unique Science 
Fair projects. They shared 
exciting bits and pieces of their 
projects with their classmates 
and teachers in anticipation of 
the judging held in February. 
The students did a great job 
presenting their science projects 
to their peers, families and the 
judges. As always, the judges 
came away very impressed with 
our students’ expertise! The 
second session of our Friday 
Discovery Hour clubs began 
this semester with the students 
each choosing a new area of 
study. We look forward to 
hearing all about the new 

are encouraging the 
children to play outside 
more where they enjoy 
digging on the dirt 
mound, building 
treehouse forts, and 
running around. Let's 
hope the warmer 
weather is here to stay! 
During circle time 
between 4-4:30 the 
students are enjoying 
sketching and writing 
while I read "The Magic 

Aftercool has been fun 
and engaging as always, 
with the students leading 
the way in game 
development while 
cooperating and 
including everyone who 
wants to join in the play. 
We had our last glow-in
-the-dark dance party in 
January as the days get 
longer and we get more 
daylight. Speaking of, 
the longer sunlight hours 

The Junior Elementary Classes 

The AFTERCOOL Program (6-12 years) 

The AFTERCARE Program (2-6 years) by Cyndie Roy 

we will be enjoying more 
outdoor play and all things 
SPRING! 

Another year behind us. A 
New Year ahead of us. May it 
bring good health & 
happiness to all. We 
celebrated the snow last 
month and we sure had a lot 
of it. We made Cottonball 
Snowmen for our craft 
project, as well as Handprint 
Penguins. We had an Artic 
Animal sensory bin to 
explore. We played the 
Marshmallow Bag toss game 
and Winter Bingo game along 
while Moving and Grooving 
to Songs of Winter. In March 

Page 4 Cottonwood School News 

discoveries they will be making 
over the next few months. The 
100th Day of School 
celebration in February was so 
joyful! It was so much fun to 
see all the crazy hair & hats that 
were worn to school and the 
students also enjoyed sharing 
their 100 snacks with each 
other. We thank the Student 
Council for organizing such a 
fun and exciting event! 
We then kicked off our Chinese 
New Year celebrations and 
cooked traditional Chinese 
dishes and studied the Chinese 
zodiac as well as the story of 
The Great Race. Ms. Deanna 
enriched our studies from her 
experiences of living and 

Misfits Volume Two" 
by Neil Patrick Harris. 
This story expands on 
the first book about 
four misfit friends who 
find a common love of 
performing magic while 
saving the day! A 
reminder that we have 
Chess Club every 
Thursday from 4-5:30 
with Ms. Daniela in the 
brickhouse, and Cross 
Country Club every 

teaching in China these past 12 
years. We celebrated friendship 
and love in our classrooms with 
Valentine's Day activities such 
as cooking chocolate-covered 
strawberries! All of this was on 
top of our "regular" work in 
math and language as well as 
our biology studies about the 
classes of vertebrates. In March 
we kicked off the Community 
Read of The BFG before 
heading out for the spring break. 
look forward to The Big 
Friendly Game Trivia contest 
when we return!  

Friday with Ms. Kellie 
from 4-5. Drop ins are 
always welcome! 



We eased into the new semester 
with a few games and 
exploration of the garden in its 
dormancy. Throughout the 
month of January, we looked at 
rocks and minerals and found out 
where our soil originates and 
how it is made. We classified 
rocks, minerals and soils, and 
found out how rocks and 
minerals are mined to provide 
components of everyday things 
we use. We considered the 
problems of waste and pollution 
in mining and how to remedy 
them. We also discovered that 
minerals in the soil are the same 
minerals taken in by plants and 
eaten by us, and they are the 
same ones that we need for our 
bodies to be nourished and 
healthy. The end goal was to find 
out how and why soil is alive 
and how to protect the soil from 
pollution and erosion. We also 
had the happy task of choosing 
seeds to germinate for the 
gardens. 

In February we concluded our 
exploration of minerals, rocks 
and soil by determining that soil 
is borne of rocks and minerals. 
We compared soil types, came to 
understand that soil is alive, old, 
and valuable, and observed how 
water erodes soil. Soil provides 
the minerals, structure and water 
to nourish the crops that feed us, 
and different soils have the 
purification properties to clean 
our water. We’ll conclude with 
household water use concepts, 
from faucet to leach field or 
municipal water treatment 
facility.  
We have our seed order in and 
we’ll start sprouting some seeds 
indoors while we begin 
preparing garden beds for spring 
planting. It wouldn’t be too soon 
to put peas in toward the end of 
the month. The hens are 
beginning to lay again as our 
daylight length increases, so look 
for fresh, happy eggs in the front 
office.  

Also look for my garden partner, 
Stacia Sprague-Braude’s bi-
weekly blog about the garden. 

As a professional author and 
photographer, we are so 
fortunate to have Stacia’s 
support not only in the EE 
Program and in the 
development of the gradens, 
but also as a witness to the 
wonder of the garden and your 
children’s experiences as they 
interact with nature and new 
knowledge of the natural 
world. The photographs are 
stunning and the articles are 
inspired. 

Finally, I would like to thank 
all of you who have supported 
the Burrito Brigade this year. 
Through cooking and 
purchasing, you have created a 
constant stream of income for 
our program that is outside of 
the budget. Your donations 
have helped us to buy new 
tools, teaching resources, 
shade, seeds, plants and 
trees...and forage for our bees! 

We have a plan in place to put 
in a retaining wall that will 
double as seating and herb 
boxes, facing the Junior 
Elementary building forming a 
new patio that would connect 
the building to the garden and 
create a new teaching/learning 
space as well as a cozy reading 
and visiting area. 

We thank our generous 
donors who have contributed 
to our beautiful garden 
spaces over time... 

Laura Smith & Laura Vigil 
for plants and seeds. 

Irwin and Debbie Harms for 
landscaping and sprinkler 
installation and maintenance. 

Simpson Family for the 
Cottonwood trees south of the 
elementary field. 

Virgina Bessom for the 
fruitless pear trees north of the 
field. 

Scott Kominiak for seeding 
the field and orchard. 

PNM for bird feeders, field 
guides and binoculars. 

The Burgos Family for trees and 
benches. 

Cleary Family for the labyrinth. 

Bryant and Rhonda Thomas for 
fencing. 

Pat Laslie for bee hive and bee 
materials. 

Bobby Dutchman for trees, 
landscaping, earth moving, campus 
cleanup and sprinklers. 

Sun Vista for bedding plants. 

JoAnne Wallace for funding the 
new chicken coop. 

Dustin and Lori Messex for 
building the new chicken coop. 

Carol and Martha McClure for 
frames, pots, seating, wheel 
barrows, and picnic tables. 

Meg Wallace for funding the 
pergola and grapevines. 

Cottonwood School Parent 
Association and Burrito Brigade 
for trees, plants, seeds, tools, sheds, 
apple cider press.  

And our EE teachers who built it 
all up over the years… 

Patty Parks-Wasserman, Susan 
Garrett, Val Armenta, Susan 
McHale-Black, Sara Cahn, Dick 
Elder, Kristen Hatch 

THE GARDENS AND 
GROUNDS ARE WHAT 

THEY ARE TODAY 
BECAUSE OF THE SKILL 

AND GENEROSITY OF ALL 
OF THESE WONDROUS 

PEOPLE! 

 

 

 

 

Environmental Ed Program by Becky Pierce 
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 This winter the music room came to life with visits from the Snow Fairy and Drako the Dragon to 
bring good luck in the new year. All semester we will continue to sing, dance, and play instruments to 
seasonal songs for the younger students and go on a journey along the Silk Road with the elementary students.  
 The Toddlers enjoyed building a snowman during I Have a Little Snowman song and were visited by 
the Snow Fairy. They also experienced playing finger cymbals and woodblocks to simple songs. Storybooks 
included Snowy Day, Wheels on the Bus, Old MacDonald, and Teddy Bear Turn Around. We sang lullabies to 
our bear friends before ending each class with their favorite good-bye song.  
 The Early Childhood students were also visited by the Snow Fairy to spread good luck in the new 
year. We began each lesson with the song Make New Friends from the Girl Scouts. I am just beginning to 
introduce them to drums and tone bells since they are now able to take turns. They enjoyed the stories Snowy 
Day and Snowmen at Night underscored by classical music. We ended each lesson with The More We Get 
Together, also from Girl Scouts.  
 The Jr. and Sr. El are beginning lessons centered around the Silk Road, Asia, and the spring musical 
Dig It. Mark your calendars now for a May1st performance of Dig It at the African American Cultural Center 
at 6pm. Students can access the songs for the musical on the website under Programs/Music/Downloads: 
http://www.cottonwoodschool.org/Content/cottonwood-music-downloads 
 The Jr. and Sr. El have also learned about the traditions of Taiko drumming through the stories, The 
Oni Drummers and Drums of Noto Hanto. We are very fortunate to have four Taiko drums on loan from the 
Los Alamos Public Schools for our show. They will continue some rhythm and melodic work on Orff 
instruments while incorporating some songs from Asia.   
 There were no winter blues in music in February and March as we continued on our journey through 
Asia in celebration of the Chinese New Year.  Here are some highlights: 
 The Toddlers enjoyed playing wooden shakers and jingle bells to Valentine songs. Their favorite 
stories included Wheels on the Bus and Old MacDonald. But See the Pony Galloping is a favorite movement 
song accompanied by temple blocks that sound like clip clops. We sing lullabies to our bear friends before 
ending class each week with their favorite good-bye song. In March we ventured onto parachute activities and 
train songs.  
 The Early Childhood students have experienced songs from near and far. This Land is Your Land is 
teaching students to connect words, pictures, and movement for early reading strategies (https://youtu.be/
xXLiUoxUMYs). They have enjoyed celebrating the Chinese New Year as well by parading in lines to a 
Dragon Dance with scarves. Playing drums to Music Together’s Stick Tune has also been a favorite lesson. In 
March they learned to play and classify shakers, scrapers, skins, and metals to Mama Don’t Allow.   
 Our Jr. El students are building mallet technique on the Orff Instruments through a Japanese Frog 
Song. They are challenged to answer what the difference is between melody, rhythm, and beat. Choreography 
is in full swing as they learn the songs for the upcoming musical on May 1st. I encourage them to work on the 
lyrics as we begin to put choreography and lyrics together next month. Students can access the songs for the 
musical on the website under Programs/Music/Downloads: 
http://www.cottonwoodschool.org/Content/cottonwood-music-downloads 
 
 The Sr. El students are hard at work learning the choreography and lyrics to the Empires of the East.  
It will feature soloists, dramatic choreography, speaking parts, Taiko drums, and a Silk Road scarf routine.  
They extended their learning to an Asian Mongolian Song on the Orff Instruments. Swords were important to 
the Asian culture. As a motivator, they will get to experience a sword routine if they can demonstrate mastery 
of the songs for the musical. See website link above.   
 
 I invite you to join us for Singalong on Fridays at 8:30AM when we incorporate even more awesome 
music through camp songs, rounds, fun dances, and patriotic songs! 
 

Music Program by Christine Smith  
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Toddler Class with Shakers  Tone Bells 

Silk Road Scarf Routine                          
 

Taiko Style Drumming                              

Mallet Work on Orff Instruments 



January and February 
the Drama classes have 
been very silly and fun, 
but also a lot of 
productive work. The 
Early Childhood is 
learning about the use of 
props and their creative 
functions in theatre. 
Junior El, started their 
puppet theatre unit. The 
first theme: the stories 
of puppet fish in their 
personally designed fish 
tanks. They are learning 

about and creating set 
backdrops for their 
puppet stages. Senior El 
have all been cast in 
their roles for the May 
Musical, and have 
scripts in hand. They are 
working very hard on 
learning blocking and 
characterization for their 
scenes. We are busy, 
excited, and in the 
creative zone, jumping 
back onto the stage 
following a busy first 

and nutrition and much 
more. Many of the science 
activities are for one 
person, which allows the 
child to study, reflect, and 
experiment with the 
materials with greater 
focus. By touching various 
materials, categorizing 
their physical parts, 
students absorb their 
natural world and allow 
their curiosity to make 
sense of how things work, 
how things are formed, or 

Although the children 
make discoveries as they 
venture into each of the 
areas of the classroom, it is 
particularly in the science 
area that they become 
connected with and 
discover the world of 
nature and 
experimentation. Each 
month the work on these 
shelves changes and offers 
the children opportunities 
to explore the wonders of 
botany, zoology, health 

Drama Program by Kir Pipness 

Early Childhood Science  

Physical Education Program by Kellie Nickerson 
were bunny holes to play games 
and move like animals. We had 
a blast! The ribbon wands are 
being used to help develop fine 
motor muscles. We pretend that 
the ribbon wands are 
paintbrushes and we paint 
different shapes and letters. Up 
next are scarves and balloons!  
The elementary students have 
been working hard on their 
longest unit, archery. As this 
unit concludes, I would like to 
congratulate the fourth and fifth 
graders for shooting in the New 
Mexico State Archery 
Tournament on February 9th. 

They were quite successful this 
year, earning a score that was 95 
points higher than their team 
score last year. Many students 
shot their first bullseyes at 15 
meters in the tournament. Quite a 
feat! I am so proud of them for 
working hard in PE and after 
school to practice and represent 
Cottonwood School well! Well 
done senior elementary archers! 
The junior elementary classes 
end this unit with a school wide 
archery tournament which will 
take place during PE. Their 
scores are private, but they may 
choose to share them with 

Hula hoops and ribbon wands 
are the material the 
preschoolers have been using 
this semester to develop hand 
eye coordination. We pretended 
the hoops were helicopters, 
motorcycles, and cars to 
practice moving in space safely 
and develop bodily awareness. 
The hoops were not used to 
hula hoop, as most preschoolers 
are not capable of that skill yet. 
Instead we spun the hoops, and 
used our imaginations to 
pretend that we were frogs and 
the hoops were our lily pads or 
we were bunnies and the hoops 
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semester. We ended our 
first nine weeks with a 
very diverse, age 
appropriate, 
heartwarming, school 
wide Talent 
Show 
featuring so 
many brave 
and talented 
kiddos in 28 
acts! We must 
be doing 
something 
right! 

how they fit together. The 
furrowed brow is a 
common expression we see 
as children categorize the 
sink and float objects or fit 
together the parts of an 
animal puzzle, and use the 
magnifying glass with the 
nature tray.  The children 
are learning  all about what 
it means to be a scientist 
and to wonder and question 
and hypothesize. We are 
all abut experiments this 
month and we are 

examining the properties 
of water and air. We invite 
all to create your own 
experiments at home to 
share with our classes. 

 

friends and family. The 
growth, strength, 
confidence, and 
development that I have 
seen over these past 
couple of months is 
impressive and 
inspiring.  I am proud of 
these students for 
challenging themselves to 
try their best and see their 
success over the duration 
of the unit. Next up, 
lacrosse!  



I wanted to write this blog 
to make sure you all 
know about this event we 

have 
every 
year. 
One of 
the 
events 
that the 
CSPA 

(Cottonwood School 
Parents Association) 
sponsors is a Teacher 
Appreciation 
luncheon, to show 
the teachers and staff 
at our school, how 
much we love them 
and appreciate all 
they do. 
 
 

One 
of 
our 

parents Jennifer 
McDaniel (Harlow’s 
mom) has been our Chair 
for this event for 3 years 
now. I feel like she 
deserves a crown! 

If I were tasked to do this, 
I would get food and 
drinks and call it a day. 
But THIS lady, Jennifer 
McDaniel (who 
volunteered to do this, 3 
years in a row) takes 
appreciating our teachers 
and staff to a whole new 
level. One year she had 
music and a coffee truck, 
another year it was Paris 
with the Eiffel tower. 
This year was no 
different, with a Gatsby 
theme. She splashed 

black, white and gold 
everywhere...and strings 
of pearls. It was elegant 
and so welcoming! She 
literally transforms the 
MPR lobby to fit the 
occasion.  
Just look at the pictures 
attached. She designed 
the decorations and the 
menu.  
Many parents helped with 
serving, setting up and 
cleaning. Some parents 
took over the after-school 
childcare so the teachers 
could all enjoy 
themselves. The CSPA 
funds pay for the food, 
gift bags and décor. Then 
our generous parents 

donated gift cards and 
wine to present to the 
staff. This year we also 
had a very generous 
donation that allowed us 
to match the parent gifts 
and double up on the 
teachers’ gift cards. 
I cannot describe in words 
how much I love this 
school and how amazed I 
am at the wonderful staff 
we have. Jennifer 
McDaniel was able to put 
this into action, by 
thinking, creating and 

implementing 
this beautiful 
event.  
It was such a 
wonderful time 
for our staff to 
gather after 
three rigorous 9 
weeks terms. 
The teachers 
were relaxed 
and happy, and 
they loved 
getting to eat 

and talke and just be there 
together. It was nice for 
them to not have to rush 
off back to the classroom. 
They received $75 in gift 
cards and multiple bottles 
of wine and champagne. 
They were able to drink 
presecco with their fruit 
punch and many giggles 
were had after that. 
 
If you love throwing 
parties as much as we do, 
and want to help next 
year, just contact Jennifer 
and let her know. The 
event is held around the 
same time every year. 
Jennifer----Thank You!  

From Your CSPA Event Coordinator Dikla Baranes 
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3896 Corrales Road 
Corrales, New Mexico  87048 

505-897-8375 
 
 

 

 

HELP SEND US OVER THE RAINBOW THIS YEAR WITH A WEE BIT OF COIN! 
Instead of our annual auction we are hosting a virtual bash! 


